
MOSQUITO CONTROL DISTRICTS 
 
RCW 17.28.010 - Definitions. 
When used in this chapter, the following terms, words or phrases shall have the following meaning:  

     (1) "District" means any mosquito control district formed pursuant to this chapter.  

     (2) "Board" or "district board" means the board of trustees governing the district.  

     (3) "County commissioners" means the governing body of the county.  

     (4) "Unit" means all unincorporated territory in a proposed district in one county, regarded as an entity, or each city 
in a proposed district, likewise regarded as an entity.  

     (5) "Territory" means any city or county or portion of either or both city or county having a population of not less 
than one hundred persons.  

     (6) "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association, or joint stock association, 
and the legal successor thereof.  

RCW 17.28.160 - Powers of district. 
A mosquito control district organized under this chapter may: 
      (1) Take all necessary or proper steps for the extermination of mosquitoes.  

     (2) Subject to the paramount control of the county or city in which they exist, abate as nuisances all stagnant pools 
of water and other breeding places for mosquitoes.  

     (3) If necessary or proper, in the furtherance of the objects of this chapter, build, construct, repair, and maintain 
necessary dikes, levees, cuts, canals, or ditches upon any land, and acquire by purchase, condemnation, or by other 
lawful means, in the name of the district, any lands, rights of way, easements, property, or material necessary for any 
of those purposes.  

     (4) Make contracts to indemnify or compensate any owner of land or other property for any injury or damage 
necessarily caused by the use or taking of property for dikes, levees, cuts, canals, or ditches.  

     (5) Enter upon without hindrance any lands within the district for the purpose of inspection to ascertain whether 
breeding places of mosquitoes exist upon such lands; or to abate public nuisances in accordance with this chapter; or 
to ascertain if notices to abate the breeding of mosquitoes upon such lands have been complied with; or to treat with 
oil or other larvicidal material any breeding places of mosquitoes upon such lands.  

     (6) Sell or lease any land, rights of way, easements, property or material acquired by the district.  

     (7) Issue warrants payable at the time stated therein to evidence the obligation to repay money borrowed or any 
other obligation incurred by the district, warrants so issued to draw interest at a rate fixed by the board payable 
annually or semiannually as the board may prescribe.  

     (8) Make contracts with the United States, or any state, municipality, or any department of those entities for 
carrying out the general purpose for which the district is formed.  

     (9) Acquire by gift, devise, bequest, lease, or purchase, real and personal property necessary or convenient for its 
purposes.  

     (10) Make contracts, employ engineers, health officers, sanitarians, physicians, laboratory personnel, attorneys, 
and other technical or professional assistants; and publish information or literature and do any and all other things 
necessary or incident to the powers granted by, and to carry out the projects specified in this chapter.  



[1981 c 156 § 1; 1957 c 153 § 16.] 

RCW 17.28.175 - Control of mosquitos -- Declaration that owner is responsible. 
A board established pursuant to RCW 17.28.110 may adopt, by resolution, a policy declaring that the control of 
mosquitos within the district is the responsibility of the owner of the land from which the mosquitos originate. To 
protect the public health or welfare, the board may, in accordance with policies and standards established by the 
board following a public hearing, adopt a regulation requiring owners of land within the district to perform such acts as 
may be necessary to control mosquitos.  

[1990 c 300 § 2.] 

RCW 17.28.185 - Control of mosquitos -- Noncompliance by landowner with regulations. 
(1) Whenever the board finds that the owner has not taken prompt and sufficient action to comply with regulations 
adopted pursuant to RCW 17.28.175 to control mosquitos originating from the owner's land, the board shall notify the 
owner that a violation of this chapter exists. The notice shall be in writing and sent by certified mail, or served by 
personal service. The notice shall provide a reasonable time period for action to be taken to control mosquitos. If the 
board deems that a public nuisance or threat to public health or welfare caused by the mosquito infestation is 
sufficiently severe, it may require immediate control action to be taken within forty-eight hours following the time that 
notification is reasonably expected to have been received by the owner or agent by certified mail or personal service.  

     (2) If the owner does not take sufficient action to control mosquitos in accordance with the notice, the board may 
control them, or cause their being controlled, at the expense of the owner. The amount of such expense shall 
constitute a lien against the property and may be enforced by proceedings on such lien. The owner shall be liable for 
payment of the expenses, and nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent collection of any judgment on 
account thereof by any means available pursuant to law, in substitution for enforcement of the lien. Necessary costs 
and expenses, including reasonable attorneys' fees, incurred by the board in carrying out this section, may be 
recovered at the same time, as a part of the action filed under this section. The venue in proceedings for 
reimbursement of expenses brought pursuant to this section, including those involving governmental entities, shall be 
the county in which the real property that is the subject of the action is situated.  

[1990 c 300 § 3.] 

RCW 17.28.250 - Interference with entry or work of district -- Penalty. 
Any person who obstructs, hinders, or interferes with the entry upon any land within the district of any officer or 
employee of the district in the performance of his duty, and any person who obstructs, interferes with, molests, or 
damages any work performed by the district, is guilty of a misdemeanor.  

[1957 c 153 § 25.] 

RCW 17.28.260 - General obligation bonds -- Excess property tax levies. 
A mosquito control district shall have the power to issue general obligation bonds and to pledge the full faith and 
credit of the district to the payment thereof, for authorized capital purposes of the mosquito control district, and to 
provide for the retirement thereof by excess property tax levies whenever a proposition authorizing both the issuance 
of such bonds and the imposition of such excess levies has been approved by the voters of the district, at an election 
held pursuant to RCW 39.36.050, by three-fifths of the persons voting on said proposition at said election at which 
such election the total number of persons voting on such bond proposition shall constitute not less than forty percent 
of the total number of votes cast within the area of said mosquito control district at the last preceding county or state 
general election. Mosquito control districts may become indebted for capital purposes up to an amount equal to one 
and one-fourth percent of the value of the taxable property in the district, as the term "value of the taxable property" is 
defined in RCW 39.36.015.  

     Such bonds shall never be issued to run for a longer period than ten years from the date of issue and shall be 
issued and sold in accordance with chapter 39.46 RCW.  

[1984 c 186 § 5; 1983 c 167 § 18; 1973 1st ex.s. c 195 § 4; 1970 ex.s. c 56 § 5; 1969 ex.s. c 232 § 65; 1957 c 153 § 
26.] 
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